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Background
In line with ensuring good governance, efficient and stable 
justice sector is indeed inevitable. In this context, 
Bangladesh is under tremendous pressure with much 
workload and inadequate number of officials and staff to 
dispose the cases. Consequently, the case backlogs add up 
to the existing pending cases and at present it stands on 
about half a million cases. It creates a negative impact for 
the rural poor and vulnerable group of people who cannot 
afford the expenses of cases and do not have clear 
understanding of how to get access to justice in the upper 
courts on some issues that could be easily resolved at the 
local level. In  this backdrop. Local Government Division 
(LGD), Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development 
and Cooperatives (MoLGRDC) has initiated a project 
BGD/07/007 'Activating Village Courts Project in 
Bangladesh' with the partnership of UNDP and European 
Commission (EC) Bangladesh. 
The project will support in strengthening the justice system 
through activating Village Courts in 500 selected Union 
Parishads (UP) in the country. It also intends to develop 
capacity of the Village Courts (VC) members, elected 
representatives and other relevant officials in a bid to run 
the VCs smoothly. It will also carry out comprehensive 
advocacy activities to involve the community and other key 
stakeholders actively in efforts to activating the Village 
Courts through enhancing their awareness on legal rights 
and overall justice system.  

Objectives
(i) Overall

The project aims at strengthening a system of 
alternative dispute resolution in 500 Union 

Parishads (UP) through the establishment of 
village courts. It intends to improve access to 

justice for disadvantaged and marginalized 
groups and enhance human rights 
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processes in Bangladesh.
(ii) Specific
� To empower women, the poor and disadvantaged groups to seek remedies 

for injustices, and to enable justice institutions to be responsive to claims
� To promote and protect human rights security through a human rights-

based approach to development in programming and delivery
� To empower citizens to resolve their disputes at the local level in an 

expeditious, transparent and affordable manner
� To strengthen local government institutions to be responsive to local needs 

and offer approach legal service through well functioning Village Courts 

Project Activities 
Review of Legal Framework: 
The project reviews the existing legal framework of Village Courts in depth and 
submit the analytical and pragmatic recommendations to government for 
ensuring functional and effective village courts.
Capacity Development: 
It supports to enhance the capacity of the local representatives (especially UPs), 
village police and staff of village courts, judges through training, workshops, etc 
at national and international level. 
Advocacy & Communication: 
It conducts a comprehensive awareness program in community at local and 
national level on legal rights i.e. services of village courts with rights based 
approach. Using all the potential communication tools, the advocacy and 
communication activities are being carried out to sensitize all the actors in a bid 
to activating the Village Courts for ensuring the justice for the marginalized. 
Monitoring and Evaluation: 
In strengthening monitoring process and activities in emanating best practices 
of local government institutions especially UP in perspectives of running Village 
Courts effectively, the project supports to LGD, MoLGRD&C through initiating 
comprehensive interventions. 
Intended Outputs
�  500 selected UPs are strengthened for activating village courts;
� Village courts legal framework reviewed;
� Capacity of UP Chairman, UP staff and village police on village courts 

developed;
� Awareness on village courts raised and involvement of community people 

and other key stakeholders in activating village courts enhanced;
� Monitoring and supervision function within MoLGRD&C enhanced; 
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At a glance of Progresses
Activating Village Courts  in Bangladesh Project

�  All selected 500 UP Chairmen are aware and oriented about the VC project and VC functions; 
� Supports are extended to 224 UPs for setting up village courts and making community aware of 

seeking local justice services at their doorsteps; 
�  In addition, 12 UPs (model VCs) started delivering justice services to the rural poor;
� In total 2,220 CBOs are formed (12-15 members/each CBO) with 41% women member; 15,413 

participants attended in CBO meetings (36% women); 2,771 courtyard meetings held covering 
73,370 participants (58% women); This promotes the demand side of justice delivery mechanism at 
the community level.

�  Baseline Survey Report Published and M & E Framework is prepared;
�  VC training manual is endorsed by the GOB and ToT provided to the partner NGOs;
� Two NGOs (MLAA and ESDO) hired for Dhaka and Rangpur divisions ;
�  On the spot orientation to VC officials in 64 UPs have enhanced their confidence to run VC and resolve 

local disputes methodically while in total 105 UPs are visited by the Project;
� Various GOB trainings institutions are adequately sensitized about VCs and institutional partnership to 

be established with BPATC, Police Academy, NILG and BCS Admin Academy in order to incorporate VC 
functions, roles and responsibilities of field level officials to activate VC into the training course 
curricula;

�  Partnership established with the Ministry of Law; the Judiciary obtained the High Court's concurrence 
to obtain series of orientation on VC functions;

� Communication and visibility plan is adopted and being followed while developing various IEC 
materials and communication interventions; 

� Detailed Project Communication and Advocacy Strategy drafted aligning with the UNDP-EC 
Communication and visibility plan for the project;

� Increased awareness enabled peoples to have access to local justice services through wider 
dissemination of various IEC materials (brochures, stickers, posters, festoons, flip charts,  etc.);

�  Illiterate/low literate peoples are brought under access to local justice supports of UP through using 
flip charts in ward-level courtyard meetings;

�  VC project website launched containing with necessary VC news and 500 VC signboards installed at 
union parishad along with 17 billboards at project intervened districts;

� Around 1,039 participants are reached through 2 divisional, 5 district and 5 upazila level sensitization 
workshops for raising mass awareness;

� The short video documentary on village courts developed and media workshops organized with the 
journalists;

� People's access to justice services are further facilitated through sensitizing judicial officers about 
village courts; VC triable cases are now referred back to VC from formal courts;

�  Necessary documentation supports (i.e. 11 prescribed forms as per the Village Courts Rules 1976, 13 
additional non-prescribed forms) are ensuring quality case management, proper data collection, 
better adjudication in the VC as well as strengthening performance monitoring of VCs;

�  Set of compiled recommendations for necessary reforms in the VC Act 2006 is drafted for framing 
updated VC Rules and necessary amendment in the Act; Around 164 judicial officers are consulted in 
5 districts.

�  Peoples confidence and knowledge level is further heightened through the VC booklet titled "Gram 
Adalate Bichar: Sangslisto Ain O Bidhimala". 

� Review of social barriers and limitations of Village Courts explored the socio-anthropo-legal aspect of 
village courts and its potentials;

�  Survey to determine UP capacity to use IT for enhancing quality of justice delivery is under way for 
introducing ICT based reporting and quality assurance;
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Muharram (Ashura)
7 December, Wednesday

Victory Day,
16 December, Friday

X-Mas Day
25 December, Sunday

Subjects to 
Appearance of the moon.



MÖvg Av`vj‡Z wePvi cÖwµqv
MÖvg Av`vjZ MV‡bi Rb¨ BDwbqb cwil‡`i †Pqvig¨vb eivei Av‡e`b `vwLj Ki‡Z n‡e| Av‡e`‡b D‡j-wLZ  ¶wZc~iY ev 
`vexi cwigvb ev we‡ivaxq m¤úwËi g~j¨gvb AbwaK cuwPk nvRvi UvKv n‡e| aviv - 4 I 7, MÖvg Av`vjZ AvBb, 2006

†dŠR`vix gvgjv n‡j `yB UvKv Ges †`Iqvbx gvgjv n‡j Av‡e`bc‡Îi mv‡_ Pvi UvKv wdm Rgv w`‡Z n‡e|  wewa - 3,   
1976 MÖvg Av`vjZ wewagvjv

Av‡e`‡b †h mKj Z_¨ _vK‡Z n‡et †h BDwbqb cwil‡` Av‡e`b Kiv n‡q‡Q Dnvi bvg I wVKvbv; Av‡e`bKvix,  bvg, 
wVKvbv I cwiPq; cÖwZev`xi bvg, wVKvbv I cwiPq; †h BDwbq‡b Aciva ev NUbv m„wó n‡q‡Q Dnvi bvg; msw¶ß weeiYv`x 
mn Awf‡hvM ev ev`xi cÖK…Z g~j¨vqb Ges cªvw_©Z cÖwZKvi| wewa - 3 

†Pqvig¨vb KZ©„K Av‡e`b evQvB I MÖnY Ges MÖvg Av`vjZ MV‡bi D‡ÏvM A_ev wjwLZ KviY `wk©‡q Av‡e`b bvKP|
aviv-4(1)

Av‡e`b M„nxZ n‡j Zvi weeiY 1 b¤^i di‡g  iw¶Z †iwRóªv‡i wjwce× Kiv I †iwRóªvi Abyhvqx A‡e`b c‡Î  Dci gvgjvi 
b¤^i I mb wjLv| wewa-7(1)

gvgjvi Av‡`kbvgv mn mKj digm I †iwRóªvi h_vh_ fv‡e c~iY I msi¶Y Kiv |

wba©vwiZ ZvwiL I mg‡q Av‡e`bKvix‡K nvwRi _vKvi Rb¨ ejv  Ges cÖwZev`x‡K nvwRi nevi Rb¨ mgb | wewa-8

cÖwZev`x Av‡e`bKvixi `vex †g‡b wb‡j MÖvg Av`vjZ MwVZ n‡e bv| wewa - 33

Av‡e`b bvKP n‡j Av‡e`bKvix bvK‡Pi 30 w`‡bi g‡a¨ GLwZqvim¤úbœ mnKvix RR Av`vj‡Z wiwfkb Ki‡Z cvi‡eb| 
aviv - 4(2)

Av‡e`b M„wnZ n‡j Dfqc¶‡K 7 w`‡bi g‡a¨ 2 Rb (hv‡`i g‡a¨ 1 Rb BDwc m`m¨ n‡eb) K‡i m`m¨ g‡bvbq‡bi wb‡`©k 
Ges 1 Rb †Pqvig¨vb c¶Ø‡q g‡bvwbZ 4 Rb m`m¨ wb‡q  MÖvg Av`vjZ MVb| aviv- 5, wewa 10

BDwc †Pqvig¨vb‡K wbi‡c¶ g‡b bv Ki‡j Dc‡Rjv wbev©nx Awdmv‡ii wbKU Av‡e`b| c¶ g‡bvbxZ m`m¨ Qvov Dc‡Rjv 
wbev©nx Awdmvi KZ©„K BDwcÕi Ab¨ †Kvb m`m¨‡K MÖvg Av`vj‡Zi †Pqvig¨vb wnmv‡e wb‡qvM| aviv -5 (2), wewa-12
 
cÖwZev`x‡K 3 w`‡bi g‡a¨ wjwLZ AvcwË `vwLj Ges c¶Øq‡K mv¶¨ `vwLj Kivi wb‡`©k|  wewa- 13

MÖvg Av`vj‡Z AvBbRxex wb‡qvM Kiv hv‡ebv| aviv -14

ïbvbxi w`‡b Dfq c‡¶i mv¶¨ MÖnY Ges mv¶xi e³‡e¨i mvigg© wjwce× KiY| cÖ‡qvR‡b ¯’vbxqfv‡e Z`š— Abyôvb| ïbvbx 
7 w`‡bi †ekx g~jZex ivLv hv‡e bv| 

ïbvbx PjvKvjxb Av‡e`bKvix Abycw¯’Z n‡j mgq cÖ`vb Kiv hv‡e A_ev gvgjv bvKP Kiv hv‡e| cÖwZev`x Abycw¯’Z n‡j 
mgq cÖ`vb Kiv hv‡e A_ev GKZidv wm×vš— cÖ`vb Kiv hv‡e| wewa 15 I 16

Av‡e`bKvixi Abycw¯’wZ‡Z gvgjv bvKP n‡j ev cÖwZev`xi Abycw¯’wZ‡Z gvgjvq GKZidv wm×vš— M„nxZ n‡j mswk-ó e¨w³ 
10 w`‡bi g‡a¨ Dcw¯’Z n‡q Av‡e`b Ki‡j wm×vš— iwnZ K‡i gvgjv c~Ye©nvj Kiv hv‡e|

mgb Agvb¨ ev Av`vjZ Aegvbbv Ki‡j 500 UvKv ch©š— Rwigvbv Kiv hv‡e| aviv- 10(2) I 11(2)

Rwigvbv Av`vq bv n‡j wjwLZfv‡e welqwU g¨vwR‡÷ª‡Ui wbKU †cÖiY| g¨vwR‡óªU Zv Av`v‡qi  Rb¨ Giƒc e¨e¯’v MÖnY Ki‡eb 
†hb Dnv Zvui Øviv avh© Kiv n‡q‡Q Ges wZwb Rwigvbv Abv`v‡q Kviv`‡Ûi Av‡`k cÖ`vb Ki‡Z cvi‡eb| Gai‡Yi mKj 
Rwigvbv BDwbqb cwil‡`i Znwe‡j Rgv n‡e| aviv - 12

†Pqvig¨vb I 4 Rb m`m¨ civgk© K‡i wm×vš— MÖnY Ki‡eb Ges MÖvg Av`vj‡Zi  †Pqvig¨vb KZ…©K cÖKvk¨ Av`vj‡Z wm×vš— 
†NvlYv| wm×vš—wU wWµx ev Av‡`‡ki di‡g (4 bs) wjwce× K‡i MÖvg Av`vj‡Zi †Pqvig¨vb KZ…©K ¯^v¶wiZ n‡e I 5 b¤^i 
di‡g wWµx ev Av‡`‡ki †iwRóªv‡i wjwce× Ki‡Z n‡e| wewa 18, 20 I 21

wm×vš— 5t0 (me©m¤§Z), 4t1 ev 4 R‡bi Dcw¯’wZ‡Z 4t0 ev 3t1 nq Zvn‡j D³ wm×v‡š—i wei“‡× Avcxj Kiv hv‡ebv | 
wm×vš— hw` 3t2  nq Zvn‡j ivq cÖ`v‡bi 30 w`‡bi g‡a¨ we¶zä c¶ †`Iqvbx gvgjvi †¶‡Î mnKvix RR I †dŠR`vix 
gvgjvi †¶‡Î 1g †kªbxi g¨vwR‡÷ªU Gi wbKU Avcxj Ki‡Z cvi‡eb| aviv - 8

MÖvg Av`vjZ †h †gqv` wba©viY Ki‡eb †m †gqv‡`i g‡a¨ wWµx ev ¶wZc~i‡Yi A_© cÖ`vb Ki‡Z n‡e, wKš‘ †Kvb µ‡g D³ 
†gqv` P~ovš— Av‡`k cÖ`v‡bi ZvwiL n‡Z Qq gv‡mi AwaK n‡e bv| wewa-22
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